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Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 115 Locust Road 
Historic Name: Gill — Doane - Savage House & Barn 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1850 
Source: deeds, vital records, censuses 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/front-gable block 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


View from NW. 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) 


ne 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, mid 19'"c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 


Rear wing added, 1978 
Barn restored, 1984 


Condition: good 


way > 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


public Hig 
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Acreage: 0.95 


Setting: The house is situated in a historic community 
group known as the Old Town Center. The historic 
properties have been subdivided and now are in the midst 
of mid-20"-century residential development. 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Gill — Doane - Savage House, built ca. 1850, is a story-and-a-half single dwelling with a crosswing plan and substantial 20"- 
century additions. A rare surviving English barn typical of the early 19" century is located northwest of the house. The front- 
gable facade is framed by wide corner pilasters providing figurative support to a cornice running along the gable edge and tall 
friezes at the tops of the side walls. The front contains an entrance with tall sidelights and a trabeated architrave on one side 
offset by two windows on the other; three upper-story windows are evenly-spaced across the gable. A louvered vent has been 
added in the apex. The southeasterly side contains three windows, each representing an interior room; the front two principal 
rooms are divided by a partition containing the central chimney. The northwesterly side contains a window in the front, indicating 
the stairs are located somewhere else than along the wall inside the doorway. Behind this window, a story-and-half kitchen wing 
is engaged to the wall. It carries the same Greek decoration as the front gable including a trabeated doorway in the center. The 
scale and elaboration of the doorways suggest that no porches existed on the front. A small one-story wing has been added to 
the northwesterly end of the kitchen where the exposed gable has been altered by the insertion of a window. The top of a gable 
peeks over the top of the kitchen wing being the northeasterly end of a large addition on the rear of the house equal or greater in 
plan to the main house. A one-story wing containing a sunroom is appended to the back of the addition. 


A distinctive English barn is located on the property; whether it is original to this site is not known. The one-story timber-framed 
agricultural building has a gable roof and a central wagon door on the front. This door, surmounted by a later transom, opens on 
a threshing floor, which is flanked by bays designed to contain hay and grain storage on one side and animals on the other. Low 
wings have been added to the sides; they probably are later additions not necessarily associated with agriculture. The buildings 
are situated in a one-acre lot amid landscaped grounds. A split-rail fence and dense hedges border the road. Driveways enter 
the southeasterly and northwesterly corners of the frontage. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house numbered 115 Locust Road was probably built by mariner and farmer Abijah Gill (ca. 1783-1853) after his second 
marriage, in 1847, to the widow Priscilla Mayo Doane (1781-1858), the older sister of his first wife Tabitha Mayo (1783-1846). 
Variously said to have been born in Eastham or Wellfleet, Gill was the son of John and Anna Gill, and he was a mariner during 
the first decade of the 1800s; a seaman’s certificate issued in 1804 at the port of Philadelphia has survived for him. In 1807 he 
married Tabitha Mayo, and he and his family are listed in Eastham census, though probably not in this neighborhood, from 1810 
to 1840. Gill bought seven Eastham parcels, four of them with houses on them, between 1834 and 1850; the 115 Locust Road 
house was probably built on two acres he acquired from neighbor Thomas Cobb Jr. in March 1850. Gill already owned land 
abutting this acquisition and might have built the house at the time of his second marriage, though the language of Cobb’s deed, 
preserved in later deeds for the 115 Locust Road property, does not mention buildings." 


When Gill married the Priscilla Doane in 1847 he was working as a lighthouse keeper, but the 1850 census describes him as a 
farmer with $929 in real property. He and his wife lived alone in the house, and he died in 1853. His will, composed two months 
before his death, left his wife $150 “in consideration of benefits | have derived from the use of property she had when | married 
her” (presumably land owned by her first husband Solomon Doane), the improvement of a third of his real and personal estate, 
and the right to live in the “whole of my dwelling house” for a year after his death; his heirs were to permit her to live in the house 
for another year free of charge. He left each of his sons Abijah Jr. and John M. Gill equal undivided shares of the remainder of 
his estate, including what was left to his widow after she died; the third share was bequeathed to his three married daughters 
Emily Clark, Chloe C. Hatch, and Tabitha Daggett. 


In August 1854, John M. Gill deeded the two-acre parcel with this house and two other parcels to Henry Doane, and in 
December of the same year he and his siblings sold Doane another 29 acres with its buildings; this deed reserved to Priscilla Gill 
the right to occupy the premises for her lifetime. She died in 1858.2 


1 Thomas Cobb Jr. to Abijah Gill, 25 March 1850, BCD 39:526. 
2 John M. Gill, Provincetown, to Henry Doane, 28 August 1854, BCD 58:179; John M. Gill, Provincetown; Timothy and Tabitha Daggett, Perez 
and Chloe Horton, and John and Emily Clark, to Henry Doane, 15 December 1854, BCD 58:453. 
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Born in Boston, Henry Doane (1814-83) was the son of Eastham native Jesse Doane (ca. 1760-1825), and in 1847 in Phillipston 
he married Sophronia Doane (1819-1903), born in that town but whose father Isaac Young Doane (1794-1840) was also an 
Eastham native.* In 1840 Henry Doane had married Rebecca H. Cobb, daughter of Scotto and Phebe Knowles Cobb of 
Eastham; she died in 1844. After their 1847 marriage Henry and Sophronia Doane moved to Boston, where they were living in 
1850, but by 1855 the state census listed them in Eastham, where Doane was a farmer. The 1858 Eastham map features his 
name next to this 115 Locust Road house. The couple had no children and lived in the house until their deaths. Henry Doane 
died in 1883 and left most of his estate to his widow, and she is listed alone in the house in the 1900 census. 


Sophronia Mayo Doane died in 1903, and in July 1904 her heirs sold the 2-acre parcel with its buildings to James Savage.* Born 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1829, Savage had come with his father Jeremiah to Boston in 1836, according to his naturalization 
record, and one of his obituaries states that he came the next year to Eastham to live with Freeman Smith. Smith sent Savage to 
Adelphian Academy in North Bridgewater, after which Savage shipped on whaling crews for four years. He then entered the 
merchant service and commanded vessels trading in Brazil, the Caribbean, and the Mediterranean. About 1869 Savage retired 
from maritime trade and became a fisherman on Cape Cod Bay; he retired completely in 1888. 


Savage had married Hannah R. Higgins of Eastham in 1852, and the couple seems to have lived in North Eastham around her 
parents, David and Sally Higgins, and other relatives for many years. In 1888 Hannah Higgins Savage died, and by 1900 James 
Savage was boarding on King’s Highway in the home of his married daughter Eulalia (1862-1902) and her husband Austin Cole. 
He probably left the house after his daughter died, and Savage’s name is attached to the 115 Locust Street house on the 1905 
Eastham map. In 1910 he was living there with his granddaughter Minnie Cole, who kept house for him until she accepted a 
teaching job in Norwood. In 1920 Savage shared the house with housekeeper Emma B. Nickerson. In 1922 Minnie Cole was 
appointed conservator for him, and he died December 1926 at the age of ninety-seven.°® 


The 115 Locust Road house passed to Minnie Cole, who in 1934 sold it to Joseph Leo Fortier and his wife Aline of Quincy.® 
Born in Boston in 1879, Fortier was working as a clerk in Boston in 1900 when he married Aline Hebert, from Albany, New York. 
Fortier was a longtime safety engineer for insurance companies, and he and his wife and adult children Madeleine and Ormond 
were living in Quincy by 1924. They used 115 Locust Road as a seasonal home. Aline Fortier died in 1939, and daughter 
Madeleine, a railway company clerk, lived with her father in their Quincy home; by 1951 she married Wollaston police officer 
Joseph W. Benn, and the three lived together. By 1966 Fortier remarried, to Tena M. Thomas MacGregor, and in that year he 
added her name to the title for 115 Locust Road. At some point during their occupancy, according to local historians, the house 
was used both as an antique shop and as a breakfast shop called the Crossways. 


After Fortier’s death, Tena Fortier deeded the property in 1974 to herself and her son from her first marriage, Wallace 
MacGregor, born in 1919.’ In 1973 Tena Fortier subdivided the property. and she died in July of the same year. In November 
1974 her son sold 115 Locust Road to Daniel C. Pease Jr. and his wife Hazel of Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.® The Peases 
sold the property in 2006, and three years later Alvin J. and Susan R. Epstein of Norwalk, Connecticut, acquired it. They have 
owned it in separate trusts since 2012.° 


3 Henry and Sophronia Doane were very distantly related: he was the great-great-great grandson of Samuel Doane, while she was the great- 

great-great granddaughter of Samuel’s brother David; the brothers were grandsons of Eastham pioneer John Doane. The existing MHC 

Building Form states that “old resident” Maurice Moore said house was moved from Sunken Meadow to this site by Knowles Doane, “an early 

owner.” There is no physical or documentary evidence for this and deeds never show Knowles Doane as an owner; the property was owned by 

his half-brother Henry Doane. 

4 Lucretia Green and Susan Doane, heirs Sophronia Doane, to James Savage, 18 July 1904, BCD 268:361. 

5 “Probate Court,” Barnstable Patriot, 25 December 1922, 1; “Captain James Savage,” Hyannis Patriot, 30 Dec 1926, 1; “Aged Father of an 

lowa Man is Dead in Massachusetts,” Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, 20 December 1926, 2. James H. Savage of Cedar Rapids was the only 

one of Savage's three children still living. 

§ Minnie C. Cole to Joseph L. and Aline Fortier, Quincy, 25 September 1934, BCD 507:562. 

7 Joseph L. Fortier, Brookline, to Joseph L. and Tena Fortier, 5 October 1966, BCD 1348:608; Tena M. Fortier, Brookline, to Tena M. Fortier 

and Wallace MacGregor, Arlington, 7 January 1972, BCD 1587:124. 

8 Wallace MacGregor, Sudbury, to Daniel C. Pease Jr. and Hazel A. Pease, Upper Saddle River NJ, 27 November 1974, BCD 2133:155 

° Daniel C. Pease Jr. and Hazel A. Pease, 115 Locust Road, to Brendon Parker and Heather Day, 2 August 2006, BCD 21240:208; Brendon 

Parker and Heather Day, 115 Locust Road, to Alvin J. and Susan R. Epstein, Norwalk CT, 11 December 2009, BCD 24230:305; Alvin J. 

Epstein, Norwalk CT, to Alvin J. Epstein, trustee Alvin J. Epstein Qualified Personal Residence Trust, 24 December 2012, BCD 27040:344; 
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This 23 July 1973 plan (BCP 274:31) subdivided the 115 Locust Road house and outbuildings 
on its current 0.95-acre lot from the rest of the parcel Joseph L. Fortier owned since 1934.Tena 
Fortier died the day before the date of his plan. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
ar 


View from SE. 
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View from SW. 
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View of barn from NE. 
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